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Common Cause’s Susan Lerner is on board with the special master selected by a federal three-judge panel to commandeer the redistricting of House lines.

“I have to say it is refreshing to have the topic of redistricting addressed in an open, common sense way,” said Lerner, who was in court for the proceeding this afternoon, in a phone interview.

U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann was named special master to oversee the process, currently snarled in legislative gridlock. She is expected to hold hearings next week after hearing objections to her proposals on Friday.

Mann’s reach extends only to Congressional lines, despite reported efforts from Senate Democrats who wanted her to take a hand in state lines as well.

“The court basically said it was premature for the special master to be looking at the state maps,” she said. “That issue was not yet ready if at all. The special master is looking at the Congressional lines only.”
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has roundly knocked the lawmaker-driven process of redrawing legislative boundaries, but has admitted we’re past the point of no return when it comes to creating an independent panel this year. He has pivoted in recent weeks to calling for a Constitutional amendment that would put an independent panel in place by 2022, the next round of redistricting for the 2020 Census.

The governor indicated today at a press gaggle that little progress was being made on a putting together a Constitutional amendment. 

Lawmakers are expected to miss their self-imposed March 1 deadline of at least voting on state Senate and Assembly lines because no bill has been introduced and would need three days to age. 

Democrats in the state Assembly and Republicans in the Senate could not come to an agreement on submitting House maps and are yet to release new drafts of their own districts based ostensibly on hearings held around the state.

New York is due to lose two House districts, bringing its number to 27 representatives due to slower population growth compared to the rest of the country. It is a political tricky determination as to whose district will be erased.
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